
 

In Honor of the Japanese 

Children 
 

Every school in the Rio District 
studied the country of Japan 
during the month of March. The 
students were already learning 
about the culture and the every-
day life of the children there 
before the Earthquake and the 
Tsunami hit. They were deeply 
touched by this tragedy. Some 
of them even raised money to 
help with the aftermath of the 

disaster. 

Students at Rio del Mar, had a 
variety of lessons in regards to 
the traditions  and art from 

Japan. It has been a very re-
warding experience for the staff 
to help the students expand 
their knowledge and worldview 

through fun learning activities. 

 

Rio del Mar’s Coordinator, 
Anthony Oliveras said, “these 
lesson plans have enlightened the 
students’ minds, and wish to learn 
more about other cultures and 
their customs in the upcoming 

months.” 

 

 

 

Rio del Mar & Japan 

A summary of the great things happening at Rio del Mar 

Core Programs:  

In the recent weeks the after– 
school program at Rio Del Mar 
has been enjoying the Boys and 
Girls club core areas, including 
Torch Club which helps build 
Character and Leadership De-
velopment involving peer media-
tion. Also, Education and Ca-
reer Development, Power Hour 
and Ultimate Journey.  Health 
and Life Skills which include, 

Cavity-Free Zone, SMART Girls, 
Passport to Manhood and Triple 
Play Healthy Habits. The Arts, 
include crafts, performing arts, 
and creative writing.  Lastly, 
Triple Play which includes fit-

ness and recreation. 

Looking Ahead:  

Photo journalism—Students will 
participate in a photo journalism 
group to express their thoughts 

and feelings  through their pho-

tographs. 

Field Trips—Leo Carrillo tide 
pools. Students will have the 
chance to learn about our local 
marine life by observing our 

natural tide pools. 

May 2011 Volume 1, Issue 3 

Rio 

Newsletter 

Special points of 

interest: 

• Students Global Literacy 

Projects 

• Students’ Success 

• Sports 

• Student Life 

• Student Initiative 

• Save the Date invitation! 

Inside this issue: 

Rio Lindo 2 

Rio Vista 3 

Rio Rosales 3 

Rio Plaza 4 

Rio del Valle 4 

Rio del Norte 5 

AFTER SCHOOL 

PROGRAM 

Anthony Oliveras, Site 
Coordinator at Rio del 

Mar 



Koi Fish Project 

In our Boys and Girls Club this 
month, students were intro-
duced to Japanese culture and 
traditions with a fun Japanese 

Koi fish craft project.  

 

“The Koi Fish has a beautiful 
symbolic meaning to Japanese 
culture; the Koi represents 
courage, strength and future 

success. 

 

Students had a lot of fun creat-

ing their own multi- colored 
Koi fish with paper, glitter, 
beads and paper streamers. 
The best part of this project 
was that the kids realized they 
had something in common with 
these Japanese fish: they are 
strong, courageous individuals, 
with a successful future ahead 

of them!”  

-Ms. Geebel Bellfield 

(Team 3) 

keep a healthy smile and brush 
their teeth. It was quite surpris-
ing how little the children knew 
about oral hygiene. Luckily with 
Cavity Free Zone they can be 

educated on it.  

–Ms. Adriana (Team 2) 

 

Basketball Champions 

The basketball season just 
ended and we had both our 5th 
grade girls and boys in the 

Friendships 
Team One made friendship 
bracelets for a friend. They 
decorated envelopes and 
handed their gift to a 
special friend. We talked about 
what a special friend 
meant to each one of them and 
we talked about ways to 
be a good friend. 
-Ms. Sandy Gonzalez (Team 1) 
 

Cavity Free Zone 

The kids learned about how to 

March Madness Finals. Our fifth 
grade boys had a great season 
and went onto having their 
second undefeated season but 
came out short losing in the 
championship game. We cele-
brated with a BBQ and had all 
the teams come together and 
enjoyed a nice day at the Rio 

Lindo Park. 

 –Mr. Marcos Rodriguez  

(Team 4) 

 

Rio Lindo- More on Japan 

Special Happenings at Rio Lindo 

Japanese Kites 

day of the 5th month) at reli-
gious festivals, public holidays 
and New Year. At Harvest 
Festivals kites are flown with 
stalks of rice attached as a sym-
bolic offering of thanks for a 

good crop. 

One of the most famous kite 
festivals is Hamamatsu where 
kite teams battle against each 
other while over 2,000,000 

spectators look on. 

This month in Kinder Camp 
the students did a project 
about Japanese Kites. They 
learned about why they were 
important to the kids in Japan. 
Students had the opportunity 
to make and present their own 

kites.  

 

A few facts on Japanese 

kites  
Traditionally kites are flown on 
Boy's Day May 5th, (the 5th 

“They learned 

about why 

they were 

important to 

the kids in 

Japan.” 
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Students making Koi fish 

Cavity Free Zone 



Wendy Clyde and her staff are 
constantly planning special 
events and activities for the 
students at Rio Vista. Myranda 
Huck and the whole After-
School Staff are proud of Rio 

Vista! 

 

Yummy Things 

At the end of the month, Ms. 
Adonna took select students 
on a baking field trip. They 
went to the Boys & Girls Clubs 
on Fifth to bake cupcakes and a 
cake. The students sure knew 

how to bake as both pastries 

came out delicious.  

 

Malibu Beach 

Merito students took a field 
trip to Malibu Beach. There 
they learned how to measure 

sand crabs. 

 
 
Griffith Observatory  
Some of the students and staff 
took a trip to Griffith Observa-
tory in early March. There they 

got learn about different plan-

ets and stars.  
 
 

 

cans and soda pop bottles. 
Warhol produced a lot of 
pieces showing the Campbell’s 
Soup cans during three differ-

ent phases of his career.  

Second graders put their own 
twist on Warhol’s famous 
Campbell’s Soup by personaliz-
ing their own version of the 
soup such as “Kayla’s Bug n 
Worm Soup” and “Jeremiah’s 
Chocolate Soup”. All students 
used only four colors in each of 
their works, distributing the 

The students at Rio Rosales 
began to write their own news-
letter. You may request it at 
the After-School site. Here are 
some excerpts from their most 

recent news: 

 

Andy Warhol Soup 

Andy Warhol is one of Amer-
ica’s favorite Pop artists. He is 
best known for his colorful 
images of celebrity faces and 
everyday products like soup 

colors equally among all four 
cans. Everyone chose bright 
colors contrasted with darker 
tones 
inspired 
by War-
hol’s 
own 
works 

of art.  

 

Rio Vista Fun Memories and Events! 

Rio Rosales 

American Idol Talent Show at Rio Vista 

 “Students at 

Rio Vista have 

enjoyed a great 

range of 

fieldtrips and 

activities this 

year!” 
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Jeremiah and Matthew -
adding the last touches to 

their works of art.  

Students at the Griffith 

Observatory 

A group shot in front of a 
mural of the Griffith Obser-

vatory. 

Student found a dead crab 

in her MERITO research. 

American Idol Talent Show at Rio Vista 

 

 
 
 
 

 
American Idol Talent Show 
Rio Vista Boys and Girls Club 
had their own American Idol 
Talent Show. Many club mem-
bers participated in the show. 
We had singers, dancers, and 
musicians. The panel of judges, 
staff members Picture Students 
and parents enjoyed the show 

very much.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Ruelas, 
Adonna Carriza-
les, Mike Navar-
rete,  served as 
Randy Jackson, 
Jennifer Lopez, 

and Steven Tyler.  



Students of the Month at 

Rio Plaza 

Rio Plaza would like to CON-
GRADULATE the students of 
the month of MARCH Keep 

up the great work! 

Kinder: Elijah Loza and 

Alondra Lopez 

1st Grade: Jose Rodriguez 

2nd Grade: Maria Cervantez 

3rd Grade: Pedro Espinoza 

and Brianna Suarez 

4th Grade: Jannely Reyes 

5th Grade: Aileen Arana 

 

 

 

 

Voices of Hope 

I am glad to present our choir 
Voices Of Hope, they are 
doing extraordinary job! My 
name is Navie Fredrickson and 
I have been the choir instruc-
tor for Rio Plaza for three 
years. Working with kids has 
been a wonderful experience. 
They are always ready to sing 
their hearts out at practice. 
We are currently working hard 
for our Spring Performance, 
with the theme of Inspirational 

songs. 

 

Spring  Music 

 Performance 

Voices of Hope Choir & Orchestra  

Friday June 3, 2011 

7:00PM 

Pacifica High School 

600 E. Gonzales Rd. Oxnard, CA 93036 

 

Adults and Kids Free 

 

Rio Plaza  

 SAVE THE DATE! 

Rio del Norte 

bers were able to locate sea 
anemones and sand crabs.  
Once sand crabs were found, 
students had to identify if they 
were male or female and meas-
ure their length.  All this data 

will be used for research. 

Kinder Camp 

On April 6th, the BGC Kinder 
Camp and First Graders went 
to the Gull Wings Children’s 
Museum where they were able 
to use their imagination.  Stu-
dents were able to pretend 

they were astronauts, chefs and 
so much more.  The best was 
the touch tank where students 
were able to feel different sea 

animals. 

Spring Break 

On April 19th, the BGC Spring 
Break Program went to the 
Naval Base Ventura County 
and learned all about the Un-
derwater Construction Team 
Two.  Students were able to 
tour the command, look at 

equipment and ride a lark.  

Fire Department 

On March 24th Rio del Norte 
had the Oxnard Fire Depart-
ment come out to visit our 
BGC members.  The firemen 
were able to teach our stu-
dents about awareness and 
were able to tour the fire 

truck. 

MERITO 

On April 1st, the MERITO BGC 
members went on a trip to 
Malibu Beach.  Merito mem-
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Students visited the Naval 

Base in Ventura County 



Kinder Camp 

Many activities are being intro-
duced to kinder camp, which 
include Brown Bear Brown 
Bear by Bill Martin Jr. We are 
reading this story and having 
the children color pictures of 
the different animals that are 
being introduced. As they read 
and color the pictures they will 
be taught how to write sen-
tences describing the images in 
a journal. Ms. Guille and I want 
to introduce the children 
to journals in order to express 
what they see in the picture as 

well as prepare them for fur-
ther reading comprehension. In 
conclusion, our goal by the end 
of the story is to teach them 
how to express their creativity 
while given a topic. Amanda 

Paredes, Program Aide  

 

A variety from 3rd Grade 

So far in the third grade group, 
the students have been partici-
pating in a many different activi-
ties. These activities include 
Ultimate Journey, choir, sew-
ing, softball, Skills Tutor, and 

Mixteco dance to name a 
few. The students are 
gearing up for their field 
trip to the zoo as part of 
Ultimate Journey. We 
have also been testing 
our multiplication and 
division facts with a chal-
lenge similar to The Big 
Four. As they pass their 
facts test, they receive a 
sticker on the chart. If 
they all pass by the end 
of April, they win a pizza 
party. –Nicole Ruelas, 

Program Aide 

the Earth, and wrote at least 
one thing from the 3 R's that 
they promise to do at home. 
They are so excited to help 
keep our environment clean! 
They even practice certain 

things everyday at school.  

–Melanie Dollarhide, Pro-
gram Aide 
 

4th Grade 

This month the students in 
fourth grade are working on 

3rd Grade 

This month, our 3rd grade class 
is learning about Earth Day and 
the importance of maintaining 
our planet.  We had a class 
discussion about the 3 R's: 
Recycle, Reduce, Reuse, and 
how we can implement them in 
our everyday lives. They 
learned about recycling, saving 
water and electricity, and giving 
old toys to children who don't 
have any. Each student created 
a picture of themselves with 

ceramic clay projects. The stu-
dents are designing creative 
vases using the "coil" method. 
The projects have just dried 
and this week we will be work-
ing on painting them. We will 
be filling them with flowers and 
giving them as gifts to their 

mothers for Mother's Day.  

–Valeria Blanco, Program 

Aide 

Quick Updates from Rio Real  

Earth Day & Creativity at Rio Real  

Voices of Hope at Rio Real 

forming. Furthermore, I am 
very pleased with their pro-
gress and their ability to har-
ness the music within them by 
understanding the messages 
that are delivered through 
these songs. The choir students 
took a grasp on their individu-
ality and their own capabilities 
to shine and to  overcome all 
struggles.  The students have 
been working hard in order for 
them to perform well on stage. 
The choir will showcase their 
talents at upcoming events such 

as the Wine and Art Trail Fes-
tival in Downtown Oxnard as 
well as at an event that will be 
held at Rio Real in the begin-
ning of May. I am thrilled to see 
them perform on stage and 
show their audience their musi-
cal talents. –Krista Roque, 

Music Program Aide  

The Voices of Hope Choir at 
Rio Real are excitedly awaiting 
for their end of performance in 
June at Pacifica High School. 
The students have greatly ad-
vanced throughout the school 
year with their musical abilities.  
The music program have been 
focusing on inspirational songs 

such as "Fireworks" 

and "Eye of the Tiger." As the 
choir learned these songs, I 
have noticed their love and 
passion for singing and per-

“I have noticed 

their love and 

passion for 

singing and 

performing.” -

Krista Roque 
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Students created Earth Day 

pictures. 

At the Zoo! 



The Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Greater Oxnard and Port 

Hueneme  
Corporate Office 

1900 West Fifth Street 
Oxnard, CA 93030 

Phone: 805-815-4959 
Fax: 805-815-4709  

E-mail: PositivePlace@bgcop.org 
. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Oxnard and Port Hueneme Af-
ter School Program  help youth reach their fullest potential 
through a positive environment, lifelong learning, and quality pro-
grams dedicated to the arts, education, character and leadership 

development, health and recreation. 

AFTER SCHOOL 

PROGRAMS 

 

Rio Del Mar Elementary 

School 

Anthony Oliveras 

Aoliveras@bgcop.org 

 

Rio Lindo Elementary 

School 

Michelle Robledo 

mrobledo@bgcop.org 

 

Rio Plaza Elementary 

Nataly Zamudio 

nzamudio@bgcop.org 

 

Rio Real Elementary 

Jesus Oseguera 

joseguera@bgcop.org 

 

Myranda Huck 

Director of After School Pro-

grams 

805-815-4959 ext 206 

mhuck@bgcop.org 

 

Luz Martinez 

Curriculum Specialist 

lmartinez@bgcop.org 

 

Rio Del Norte Elementary 

School 

Joanna Crespo 

jcrespo@bgcop.org 

 

Rio Rosales Elementary 

School 

Andrew Verity 

averity@bgcop.org 

 

Community Day School 

Sergio David 

sdavid@bgcop.org 

 

Rio Vista Middle School  

Wendy Clyde 

wclyde@bgcop.org 

 

Rio Del Valle Middle 

School 

Susan Lopez 

slopez@bgcop.org 

 

Voices of Hope Choir and 

Orchestra 

Maryann Woodard 

mwoodard@bgcop.org 

After School Program Directory 

A Positive Place for Kids 

Www.positiveplace4kids.org 


